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As appreciated from ancient poetry by Y.M. Tao, “As | built my house in populated area, but oblivious to noises around me. If you wonder
what my mindset was, | only have tranquil and peace in mind.” , and since the people living in urban environment are unable to live amongst
nature, would there be a way to achieve surreal sense of the world through transition of the mindset without being bothered by the surround

noises and chaos? Even more so, can people traverse in nature through the shaping of the interior environment?

As located in the second inner-ring of Beijing City, the architectural form resonates with the historical fabric of this capital city, as well as
articulates the high taste and cultural synergy. Therefore, due to its presence in this ephemeral and high-pace living city, the designer strived
to create an organic sense of greenery symbolizing the vitality of life so that nature is not just a part of the exterior but a living backdrop that
is biologically and culturally synonymous with the inhabitants. However, just like the basement levels of many multi-story buildings, this site
suffered from the issue of insufficient natural lighting and grimness, let alone bringing in greenery into the interior. With such constraining
condition, the double-height levels were installed with split-level with openings created so as to encourage outward and upward looking
spatiality, while pristine natural light was able to flood into the interior, and the basement level may also be subject to the gracious presence of

nature, as the greenery accompanies the daily living of the inhabitants.

The opened-up basement, having putting behind its past grimness, has become a tea-tasting room and SPA area. Within the SPA area, a
set of large lounge area made out of original stone elements, looking out to the green bamboo scenery, as whether be lying, leaning towards,
or simply immersed in such valley-like setting. Having rinsed off psychologically, it was whole new experience upon entry to the tea room, as
the fragrant tea-tile wall has intensified the visual and aromatic experiences during tea tasting. Apart from the basement level complemented
by greenery, the split-level space catering the social need of the female owner was also inundated with the same organic greenery, while the
ground level also enjoys the view of an external courtyard, while all three levels were connected via a common light well. Through the window
openings throughout the two light wells, every level adopts the design approach of open plan, as sunlight can be inundated throughout the
interior, a source of the sense of comfort while living in the interior. In this completely functional modern residence, immersed in nature and

culture, as the inhabitants open up to all kinds of living possibilities with a serene mindset.



