In the Mood for Love
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Designers | Design Apartment / Tang Chung Han
Photographer ] Weimax Studio

Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | Paint, art glass panel, ceramic tile, wooden grille, thin floor tile,

stone
Size | 214.9m2
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Design Apartment / Tang Chung Han
Design Apartment Chief of Design
Andrew Martin International Interior
design award

Italy A' Design Gold award

Born in Asia, Design Apartment concepts
originate from a compassion for life,
emphasizing natural, genuine design,
implying youth and vitality, representing
the direction of future design direction,
and a belief that the best design creates
the future.
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1. Plan of the open study room with
floor-to-ceiling windows. 2. The
dining room, as first encountered is
the visual focus of the space. It is
also the protagonist of creating the
overall spatial atmosphere.
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What will a dwelling look like for a successful career woman who
with social experience loves a life of aesthetics and fashion? This
profile reminded the designer of Maggie Cheung in Wong Kar-wai's
film. This project located in the center of Taipei close to the heart of
the fashion and trend circle was inspired by the film "In the Mood
for Love", which is full of color and light, slow pace gentle tones
and elegant characters. Therefore, the designers digested this and
transformed it into a design to create a refined and elegant residence.

Integrated views

Designer Tang said that as a metropolitan fashionable residence,
he hoped to provide the owner a unique spatial experiences.
Unconventionally, he chose to make the bathtub and changing area
as the boundary between the public and private areas, and then
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5. The open space design introduces natural light to achieve indoor and external integration. 6. Open plan layout enlarges the space and provide
flexibility. 7. The island counter and the dining table are integrated to form various height difference volumes, integrating the kitchen functions and
multiple usage scenarios. 8. Dining room with teak wooden grille ceiling. 9. Multipurpose room also functions as a living and dining space extension.
10. Powder room. 11. The use of the bathtub and dressing room as the dividing line between the public and private spheres.

use the dining and living room to establish the spatial axis, to bring out two concentric circulations to connect the entire field.
The open plan design was not only better for distributing natural light and achieve the integration of interior and exterior, it also
enlarges the functional flexibility of each space.

The restaurant like dining space is the primary visual focal point when entering the project and is also the protagonist of creating
the overall spatial atmosphere. The ceiling has a large area of teak grille to define the spatial tone. The warm wood balances
the cool color atmosphere, and the orderly arrangement of wood grilles also cleverly conceals the air conditioning equipment,
making the spatial perception clean and neat; The structural beam across the living and dining space is encased with mirrors
and was then connected with gentle arcs to lessen the sense of volume and reduce the elevation difference between the ceiling
planes.

In addition to enjoying meals, the dining space is an important place for social and interactive communication in the home
environment. The designer combined the island counter and the dining table with a height difference volume that integrates
the kitchen functions for multiple use scenarios. The kitchen is lined by open display cabinets. White flooring tiles have a grey
texture and saturated burgundy accents. The gray scale background, paired with wood finishes, echoes a calm and luxurious
feel to make the dining space an important area for social activities and dalily life.

Light reflections lead to life rituals
Mr. Tang further explained that people nowadays value the time to rest and relax so bathing is the time to enjoy at home. Most
bathroom spaces due to the consideration of moisture problem and circulation issues are in corners and are relatively closed;



therefore, he separates the bathtub from the bathroom space and combine it with the dressing room. The translucent amber
bathtub is placed on a dark green stone floor. Surrounded by a circular band of light, the light is reflected on the ceiling under
the flow of water and interacts with the surrounding mirrored cabinet to make the bath an elegant ritual to enjoy life through
open designs.

Although the whole project consists of a gray tone background, the designer boldly chose avant-garde red and green as the
main theme. The inspiration was to transform the saturated red and green contrasting colors from the movie "In the Mood for
Love" but filter it with a gray color layer so the collision of colors creates different spatial atmospheres. The choice of stucco,
green glazed tiles, glass, wood grilles, etc. enrich the spatial expression.

Designer Tang believes that the wearing of time passing is a ritual of life, and although this project is in a bustling city, he
expects the wine red and dark green materials and colors to outline curves, light, and shadow to define the inner essence of
the home space.
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1. Wooden grille: The ceiling of the kitchen uses a large area 1. The designer wanted to provide homeowners with different spatial experiences,
of teak grille to define the spatial tone. The orderly wooden so instead of the conventional layout, he chose to use the bathtub and dressing
grille also cleverly hides the air conditioning equipment to make room as the dividing line between the public and private spheres. 2. Two loop
the view cleaner. 2. Plaster paint: The use of stucco paint as circulations connect the space through the open space plan to introduce natural
background creates a calm character. 3. Glazed tiles: Green light, achieves indoor external integration, and expanded the indoor space and
glazed tiles contrast with the red wall paint. flexibility.
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12. View of the dressing room. 13. Free standing bathtub. 14. Master bedroom with elegant gray tone theme. 15-17. Red color themed bedroom
paired with gray color and wood finishes echoes the public space design vocabulary. 18. Bathroom view.




